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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on May 25, 2005 and 
October 21 , 2005 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, 
the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 
119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application NO. 10-2003-0007434 
on February 4, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention 

Regarding claim 7, recites, " an address receiving portion which the transmitted 
network address " renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the address 
receiving portion receives or transmits a network address. In light of the specification, 
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Par. 0044 of the disclosure, this claim limitation is interpreted as "the address receiving 
portion 130 receives the network address that is transmitted". 

Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, for the same 
reasons discussed in this section of claim 7 rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 1 
paragraph. 

See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-5, 7-1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Mochizuki (US 7, 1 1 3,298). 

Regarding claim 7. 

Mochizuki discloses an apparatus (Host 10 of Fig. 1) for printing data using an 
identification number of a printer (e.g. Printer ID, col 7, lines 40-42) to perform a printing 
process through a network in which a plurality of printers are respectively connected to 
a plurality of computers (Fig. 1) , comprising: a port (e.g. port 30 of Fig. 7, col 5, line 59 
through col 6, line 22) setting portion (e.g. printer retrieval unit 48 of Fig. 7) which 
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requests the printers to transmit identification numbers in response to a printer port set 
request (Fig. 9 teaches printer retrieval with an identifier indicative of a request fro 
printer by Host 10, col 6, lines 7-57) and which stores the received identification 
numbers (e.g. retrieved printer information, including printer identifier and IP address is 
stored as part of Driver 25 of Fig. 7, and therefore, this information can be displayed as 
a GUI posting to the operator, col 7, lines 40-55); an identification number transmitting 
portion (printer retrieval responding unit 56 of Fig. 8) which transmits the requested 
identification numbers (col 8, line 53 through col 9, line 8); a request signal generating 
portion (Printer retrieval packet of Fig. 9 & print request packet of Fig. 1 1 ) which 
generates an address request signal requesting a network address (printer IP address) 
of a specific printer among the printers in response to a print request (col 6, lines 10-57 
& col 7, lines 5-32) and which outputs the generated address request signal (Figs. 7 and 
8, col 6, lines 7-57); an address transmitting portion (response packet from printer of 
Fig. 10) which transmits the network address in response to the address request signal 
(col 6, lines 38-57); an address receiving portion (Printer Retrieval Unit 48 of Fig. 7 & 
Step 9 of Fig. 13, col 7, line 56 through col 8, line 8) which the transmitted network 
address (col 6, lines 48-64); a data transmitting portion (Application 16 & port 30 of Fig. 
7) which transmits print data to the specific printer (Figs. 1 4a-b, & Figs 1 5a-b, col 1 0, 
line 51 through col 1 1, line 6); and a print portion which prints the transmitted print data 
("host posts the print data transfer unit 52 to start the printing processing in step S18", 
col 10, lines 51-67, one of skilled in the art understands that printer prints out the 
transmitted print data). 
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Regarding claim 1 . 

Claim 1 recites identical features as claim 7, except claim 1 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 7 are also equally applicable 
to claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 13. 

Claim 13 recites identical features as claim 7, except claim 13 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 7 are also equally applicable 
to claim 1 3. 

Regarding claim 8. 

Mochizuki discloses wherein the address request signal includes an identification 
number corresponding to the specific printer (e.g. a printer IP address and port number, 
col 6, lines 50-53). 

Regarding claim 9. 

Mochizuki discloses an identification number checking portion (response packet 
from printer of Fig. 10) checking (judging) whether an identification number of a printer 
having the address transmitting portion and the predetermined identification number are 
the same, in response to the address request signal having the predetermined 
identification number, and outputting (unicast) the result of check as a check signal (Fig. 
13, col 7, line 56 through col 8, line 27); and a transmission portion transmitting 
(unicast) the network address (IP address) of the predetermined printer having the 
same identification number in response to the check signal (Fig. 13, col 7, line 56 
through col 8, line 27, and Figs 15a-b, col 8, line 53 through col 9, line 8). 
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Regarding claim 10. 

Mochizuki discloses wherein the network address is one of an Internet protocol 
(IP) address, an Internet packet exchange (IPX) address, and a media access control 
(MAC) address (col 6, lines 50-57). 

Regarding claim 11. 

Mochizuki discloses the identification numbers are printer port registration 
information (col 6, lines 50-57). 
Regarding claim 2. 

Claim 2 recites identical features as claim 9, except claim 2 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 9 are also equally applicable 
to claim 2. 

Regarding claim 3. 

Claim 3 recites identical features as claim 10, except claim 3 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 10 are also equally applicable 
to claim 3. 

Regarding claim 4. 

Claim 4 recites identical features as claim 8, except claim 4 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 8 are also equally applicable 
to claim 4. 

Regarding claim 5. 
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Claim 5 recites identical features as claim 1 1 , except claim 5 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 1 are also equally applicable 
to claim 5. 

Regarding claim 14. 

Claim 14 recites identical features as claim 8, except claim 14 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 8 are also equally applicable 
to claim 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation, of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 6 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mochizuki (US 7,1 13,298) as applied to claims 1 and 7 above, and in view of Motoyama 
et al (Motoyama) (US 6,839,717). 

Regarding claim 12. 

Mochizuki differs from claim 12, in that he does not expressly teach wherein the 
identification numbers are printer serial numbers, but Mochizuki teaches using print's 
name as printer identifier in network printing (col 7, lines 45-50). 
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Motoyama teaches wherein the identification numbers are printer serial numbers 
(col 32, lines 7-34). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have modified Mochizuki to include wherein the identification 
numbers are printer serial numbers, but Mochizuki teaches using print's name as printer 
identifier in network printing taught by Motoyama to a flexible, quick and easy way to 
determine or identify a device for communication (col 4, lines 10-52). 

Regarding claim 6. 

Claim 6 recites identical features as claim 12, except claim 6 is a method claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 12 are also equally applicable 
to claim 6. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Kau whose telephone number is 571-270-1120 
and fax number is 571-270-2120. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 
8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached oh 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




